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I also commend Mark Rogoff who served as 

Chairman for 2014–2015 for his leadership 
during this time of significant expansion. Dur-
ing his tenure, membership of the Chamber in-
creased by 15 percent, professional programs 
offered to members were expanded and im-
proved, and community involvement was in-
creased. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in commending the Tysons Regional 
Chamber of Commerce for its commitment to 
promoting the business community while en-
couraging social responsibility and in con-
gratulating the incoming board members. I 
wish the Chamber continued success. 
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ESSAY BY REBECA CHACKO 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, April 15, 2016 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to 
interact with some of the brightest students in 
the 22nd Congressional District who serve on 
my Congressional Youth Advisory Council. I 
have gained much by listening to the high 
school students who are the future of this 
great nation. They provide important insight 
from across the political spectrum that sheds 
a light on the concerns of our younger con-
stituents. Giving voice to their priorities will 
hopefully instill a better sense of the impor-
tance of being an active participant in the po-
litical process. Many of the students have writ-
ten short essays on a variety of topics and I 
am pleased to share them with my House col-
leagues. 

Rebeca Chacko attends Manvel High 
School in Manvel, Texas. The essay topic is: 
Select an important event that has occurred in 
the past year and explain how that event has 
changed/shaped our country. 

In the 1960’s the movement for marriage 
equality gained notable attention. This at-
tempt gained traction because of the grow-
ing number of people who identified as ho-
mosexual. Since then, there has and con-
tinues to be conflict facing the definition of 
marriage. This issue unraveled the larger 
issue of government power. What can the 
government dictate, and what is overstep-
ping the line? Even though the United States 
was built on Christian ideals, the govern-
ment cannot cater to a specific group of peo-
ple and neglect the rest. The Supreme Court 
legalizing same sex marriage evoked discus-
sion and reevaluation of our country’s be-
liefs. 

Our government has the responsibility of 
maintaining order and protecting the rights 
of the people. As the people evolve, the gov-
ernment must evolve accordingly. With this 
Supreme Court ruling, some individuals felt 
as if this was an attack on their personal be-
liefs. Certain groups of people felt that they 
were going against their religious views by 
accepting this ruling. However, the ruling 
made it clear to individuals with those be-
liefs that it is not a matter of right or wrong 
in their standards, but a matter of equality 
that is extended to all individuals. Religious 
rights should not be encroached on, but indi-
vidual rights must be preserved as well. The 
country learned to be more open and accept-
ing of an array of views. Our constitution 
was created to ensure the protection of the 
minority, so no one group has to feel inferior 
to the rest. 

The nation realized that everyone’s views 
are not homogenous. With the legalization of 

same sex marriage, our nation has become 
more progressive. Though the entire country 
might not be on the same page, they are on 
the path to acceptance. Nothing happens 
overnight, and no one should expect it to. 
Moreover, people cannot be complacent; they 
have to continually fight for the minority. 
Now, our country is more open to change and 
reform. This ruling helped us to become a 
better nation that includes all groups. De-
mocracy cannot function without the illu-
mination of the people’s voice provoking 
change. That is exactly what has happened 
with this ruling. 
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Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Captain Jessica Kingsley for her 
past year of exemplary service as an Army 
Congressional Liaison for the Chief, Army Re-
serve. During that short time, Jessica made a 
lasting and positive impact on the Army Re-
serve through her efforts to foster and main-
tain relationships with Congressional members 
and staff. As the legislative liaison for per-
sonnel and medical portfolios, she ensured 
that Army Reserve Soldiers’ interests were 
clearly communicated to Members of Con-
gress and their staffs as they contemplated 
the impacts of pending legislation. Additionally, 
Jessica led efforts to draft, refine, and promote 
legislative proposals designed to ensure the 
well-being of Army Reserve Soldiers and to 
maintain the superior quality force the Nation 
expects from its Army Reserve. 

I am grateful that she will continue to serve 
the Army and Congress in her new assign-
ment to the House Liaison Division, Office of 
the Chief Legislative Liaison, at the Pentagon, 
Washington, D.C. We wish her well in her new 
position and look forward to our continued re-
lationship. 

A native of New York, Captain Kingsley en-
listed in the Army Reserve as a Private. She 
served ten years as an Intelligence Analyst. 
During that time, Jessica deployed to Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in support of NATO’s first 
peacekeeping operation and the NATO led 
Stabilization Force, deterring war and main-
taining security to support civil reconstruction 
efforts. In 2001, she mobilized for 30 months 
at U.S. Army Forces Command in support of 
the Global War on Terrorism. In 2002, she 
graduated from the University of Georgia with 
three Bachelor Degrees in Criminal Justice, 
Sociology and Psychology. 

Captain Kingsley was appointed via direct 
commission into the military intelligence 
branch in 2005. As an Officer in the United 
States Army Reserve, Captain Kingsley 
served at various levels. In 2005, she mobi-
lized in support of humanitarian efforts on be-
half of the people of Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Texas as part of Joint Task Forces 
Katrina and Rita. In 2006, Captain Kingsley 
deployed to Iraq as the Senior Intelligence Of-
ficer for the Engineer Task Force serving 
Multi-National Force-West and conducting all 
bridging, construction and route clearance op-
erations in western Iraq. In 2008, she was se-
lected to serve as the Aide-de-Camp for the 
Commanding General of the Military Intel-

ligence Readiness Command at Fort Belvoir, 
Virginia. In 2011, she was selected as the 
Company Commander for Headquarters and 
Headquarters Detachment, 377th Military Intel-
ligence Battalion in Orlando, Florida. In 2012, 
Captain Kingsley was recognized with the 
General Douglas MacArthur Leadership 
Award. 

Her service in the Army Reserve is high-
lighted by her 2013 selection as an Army Con-
gressional Fellow. Captain Kingsley graduated 
with a Master’s Degree in Legislative Affairs 
from The George Washington University and 
served as a Congressional Fellow for Senator 
ROBERT CASEY JR. of Pennsylvania. In Sen-
ator CASEY’s office, she worked legislative and 
constituent issues in National Defense, For-
eign Affairs, Veterans Affairs, and various 
labor and union related areas. Following her 
fellowship, Captain Kingsley served as a Leg-
islative Liaison assigned to the Office, Chief 
Army Reserve. 

As with all our Citizen Soldiers, it is impor-
tant that we acknowledge her civilian employ-
er’s sacrifice and community’s service. It is be-
cause of their cooperation and understanding 
during her many tours on Active Duty that she 
is able to make such a positive impact on the 
Army Reserve. 

Jessica is accustomed to working long 
hours in all of her positions in the Army and 
civilian sector. So, it is only fair and proper to 
acknowledge the tireless support of her 
spouse, Annah. I thank her for her sacrifices 
and wish her all the best for continued suc-
cess in the future. 

Throughout her twenty year career, Captain 
Jessica Kingsley has made positive impacts 
on the careers and lives of her Soldiers, 
peers, and superiors, and I am grateful that 
she has chosen to serve as an Army leader. 
I join my colleagues today in honoring her 
dedication to our Nation and invaluable serv-
ice to the United States Congress as an Army 
congressional liaison. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mike 
Richards for being named a 2016 Forty Under 
40 honoree by the award-winning central Iowa 
publication, Business Record. 

Since 2000, Business Record has under-
taken an exhaustive annual review to identify 
a standout group of young leaders in the 
Greater Des Moines Area that are making an 
impact in their communities and their careers. 
Each year, forty up-and-coming community 
and business leaders under 40 years of age 
are selected for this prestigious honor based 
on a combined criteria of community involve-
ment and success in their chosen career field. 
The 2016 class of Forty Under 40 honorees 
will join an impressive roster of 640 business 
leaders and growing. 

As a senior shareholder and attorney at the 
Davis Brown Law Firm, Mike works tirelessly 
to provide his customers with sound, reason-
able legal advice and top notch customer 
service. Mike’s dedication to his community 
goes hand in hand with his hard work in his 
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